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ATIDO Internships

Contact:  

William Fisher, Executive Director

212-683-9200 ext.203

wefisher@atido.org 

ATIDO, the Alliance of Technology and International Development Organizations, is a new membership organization of technology companies, technology trade associations and economic development agencies.  It acts primarily through it website (www.atido.org) to provide information and services to its international members.

ATIDO has a goal of a couple of thousand member organizations in 2005 and an eventual membership in excess of 20,000.  Most of the members will join at no cost.  ATIDO will support its activities by providing additional services that aid in the development of new business for its members.

The ATIDO website has been developed using PHP (4.12) and MySQL.  It is hosted on a shared apache server running a linux OS.  The main characteristics of the site are:

· It is a membership-based service, so many areas and functions are only accessible to members.  There are different categories of membership. 

· It makes extensive use of databases for membership information, and other data.

· It is ecommerce-enabled at a basic level

· It is a marketing/ communications vehicle, so it needs to integrate with blogging and e-newsletter software

· It has been developed and will be maintained by a staff that is “business people” as opposed to programmers or “IT people.”

The goals for the next few months are:

· Finish the development of the first-generation site

· Review and revise the existing PHP code so that it conforms to “good practice.”

· Heavily DOCUMENT the code so that it can be understood by non-programmers with limited (but some) knowledge of PHP, JavaScript, etc.

· Develop appropriate “Administration” pages

· Add JavaScript to forms so that they are easier, faster and more user friendly.

· Select and integrate blogging software and e-newsletter software so that news content can be displayed from the database to any or all vehicles: site, blog or newsletter.

· Make better use of graphics, graphic design and usability.

· Plan and launch a second-generation site

· Plan a template approach to properly separate code from design from content.

· Evaluate and decide whether to use an existing PHP Content Management (CMS) package or to hand code based on the ATIDO requirements.

· Program (script) the second-generation site and add some new functionality.

· Plan and execute the migration to the second-generation site

Ideal candidate(s) will have extensive experience with PHP, MySQL and JavaScript and be able to make informed recommendations regarding organization and methods that will have wide-ranging effects. 

ATIDO Internships

Key Skills and Characteristics

The qualifications most sought after are these:

1) Experience with PHP and MySQL (and html and JavaScript)
2) Experience with the organizing principles of good website design such as separating code, content and design
3) Good communication skills for collaborating by phone and email
4) Desire and ability to surmount problems by investigating and seeking out advice from faculty, peers, online forums and manuals
ATIDO Internships

Benefits

· You are working on a project that is critical to the success of a small business.  Your ideas, opinions, and effort matter.

· You are working for a small business without a bureaucracy.  If you want to try out an innovation or make suggestions for an alternative approach, we can consider and make decisions on the spot.

· You are working on a project that is live.  We will rollout elements of the project as they are completed, and we will see their impact on actual users immediately.

· You will work with the most popular tools used by small businesses: Linux, Apache, MySQL, PHP, JavaScript.  There are great support organizations for these open source tools locally and on the web.

· You will be developing the kinds of services and features that are the primary building blocks of all dynamic, corporate web sites: database integration, content management, communications, administration, password protection/security, e-commerce.

· You need to provide assistance on the big picture as well as the little picture.  We need your expertise on site organization and code structure in addition to the actual programming and scripting.

ATIDO Internships

Major Groupings of Activities

· Review structure and organization of site

· Review structure and organization of code

· Improve and enhance some completed services such as data entry/editing forms with a combination of PHP, MySQL and JavaScript.

· Develop administrative features and functions

· Add content management features to facilitate site maintenance

· Develop time initiated functions, so-called Chron jobs

· Integrate communications features and scripts for blogging and e-newletters

· Integrate limited e-commerce features

· Add other new features to facilitate online networking of members

· Advise on application of existing open source content management systems

· Document everything in detail
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