Dear Prospective Industry Sponsor:

    The College of Computing Sciences at the New Jersey Institute of Technology at Newark is once again offering the Senior Software Engineering Project class– CIS 491/492, a one-semester program offered during the Fall, Spring and probably Summer semesters. This course is intended to provide senior Computer Science, Information systems and information technology   majors real world experience in software development prior to graduation. This course is a team oriented project course. The instructor will solicit a selection of projects. During the early part of the semester, students choose one of the proposed projects to implement; form teams as determined by the instructor, devise a plan for solving the project problem, and formally present their proposal to the client/sponsor. Subsequently, each team implements its plan, periodically reporting to the client/sponsor to present the progress of their work and solicit advice on problems in implementation.

   To achieve this goal, we are soliciting software development project proposals from industry and research institutions. This class provides added-value experience for the students and beneficial software for the sponsors. Moreover, it creates an ideal environment for sponsors and students to become familiar with one another.  

   On the one hand, students find that industrially defined problems normally have the amplitude that prefers solution by multidisciplinary project teams. Additionally, interacting with stakeholders of the sponsoring company or institution assists students acquire gradually the qualities that mark professional people. On the other hand, sponsors can achieve solutions to their business problems that exceed their own capabilities since students have less time or personnel constraints. Furthermore, these interactions can not only create an opportunity for evaluating potential hires where a mutually sponsor-student useful relationship has already been established, but also builds strong ties with the university and faculty that may result into research and consulting benefits to the sponsor in fields of interest. Clearly, this win-win type of relationship will make the sponsor more visible on and off-campus. This may also involve the sponsor in supporting educational efforts for future specialists in area of interest to him. 

   Students will work in teams of five to six in their senior project semester (approximately 14 weeks) on the analysis, design, implementation, testing and documentation of the software system. Each student is expected to spend approximately nine hours per week on the project on average. The course encompasses much more than just programming since project teams have to plan the project, assess feasibility, gather and model requirements, make prototypes, build architectural models, and then implement the system , test it and assure its quality .  .

  Proposed projects should be of average scope and size and they should be non-mission critical for the organization. In terms of efforts estimation, a project that could be done by one experienced person working full time in the same time frame is likely to be of an adequate size. 

    Potential sponsors may suggest one or more project proposals and add any restrictions or special instructions desired on their selection.  We aim to provide the students as much choice as possible in the selection of projects. 
We encourage you to participate in this program. To do so, please complete the attached form for each project proposal.

Please mail or email your proposal to me (address provided below). To be considered for the coming Spring semester, project proposals should be received by me no later than November 30th, 2002.          . 

If you have any questions about the program, please contact me at oe2@njit.edu. If you are unable to participate at this time, please forward this letter to someone in your organization who may be interested. 

Sincerely, 

Osama Eljabiri 

Special lecturer and Director of senior project capstone course
Tel and Voice mail (direct): 973-642-7123
Office location : GITC building –Second Floor- (Room 2315C)
 email : oe2@njit.edu 
New Jersey Institute of Technology
College of Computing Sciences 
 

